
 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 4, 1801 

 

 

 

"Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one mind. Let us restore to social 

intercourse that harmony and affection without which liberty and even life itself are but dreary 

things. And let us reflect that, having banished from our land that religious intolerance under 

which mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political 

intolerance as despotic, as wicked, and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions." 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 4, 1861 

 

"In 'your' hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in 

'mine', is the momentous issue of civil war. The Government 

will not assail 'you'. You can have no conflict without being 

yourselves the aggressors. 'You' have no oath registered in 

heaven to destroy the Government, while I shall have the 

most solemn one to "preserve, protect, and defend it." 

"I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We 

must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it 



must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every 

battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will 

yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better 

angels of our nature." 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 4, 1865 

 

 

 "Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 

away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred 

and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the 

lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so 

still it must be said "the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see 

the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care 

for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may 

achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations." 

 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, MARCH 4, 1905 

"Modern life is both complex and intense, and the tremendous changes wrought by the 

extraordinary industrial development of the last half century are felt in every fiber of our social 

and political being. Never before have men tried so vast and formidable an experiment as that 

of administering the affairs of a continent under the forms of a Democratic republic. 



"The conditions which have told for our marvelous 

material well-being, which have developed to a very 

high degree our energy, self-reliance, and individual 

initiative, have also brought the care and anxiety 

inseparable from the accumulation of great wealth in 

industrial centers. Upon the success of our experiment 

much depends, not only as regards our own welfare, 

but as regards the welfare of mankind. If we fail, the 

cause of free self-government throughout the world 

will rock to its foundations, and therefore our 

responsibility is heavy, to ourselves, to the world as it is 

to-day, and to the generations yet unborn. 

"There is no good reason why we should fear the future, but there is every reason why we 

should face it seriously, neither hiding the gravity of the problems before us nor fearing to 

approach these problems with the unbending, unflinching purpose to solve them aright." 

 

WOODROW WILSON, SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 5, 1917 

 

 

"We are provincials no longer. The tragic events of the thirty months of vital turmoil through 

which we have just passed have made us citizens of the world. There can be no turning back. 

Our own fortunes as a nation are involved whether we would have it so or not. 

"And yet we are not the less Americans on that account. We shall be the more American if we 

but remain true to the principles in which we have been bred. They are not the principles of a 



province or of a single continent. We have known and boasted all along that they were the 

principles of a liberated mankind. These, therefore, are the things we shall stand for, whether in 

war or in peace." 

 

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, MARCH 4,  1933 

 

 

"This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need 

we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great Nation will endure as 

it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the 

only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which 

paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life 

a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people 

themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support to 

leadership in these critical days." 

 

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, FOURTH INAUGURAL ADDRESS, JAN. 20, 1945" 

 

"Our Constitution of 1787 was not a perfect instrument; it is not perfect yet. But it provided a 

firm base upon which all manner of men, of all races and colors and creeds, could build our 

solid structure of democracy. Today, in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons-at a 

fearful cost—and we shall profit by them. 



"We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent on 

the well-being of other Nations, far away. We have learned that we must live as men and not as 

ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger. 

'We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community. We have 

learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that, 'The only way to have a friend is to be one.' 

'We can gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and mistrust—or with fear. We 

can gain it only if we proceed with the understanding and the confidence and the courage 

which flow from conviction." 

 

JOHN F. KENNEDY, JAN. 20, 1961 

 

 

 

"In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our 

course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to 

give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to 

service surround the globe. 

"Now the trumpet summons us again- not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need-- not as 

a call to battle, though embattled we are-- but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight 



struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"--a struggle against the 

common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself. 

"Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East and 

West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort? 

"In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of 

defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility--I 

welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any 

other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light 

our country and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

"And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do 

for your country. 

"My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we 

can do for the freedom of man." 

 

RONALD REAGAN, FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS, JAN. 20, 1981 

 

 

 

"In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem; government is the 

problem. From time to time, we've been tempted to believe that society has become too 

complex to be managed by self-rule, that government by an elite group is superior to 



government for, by, and of the people. Well, if no one among us is capable of governing 

himself, then who among us has the capacity to govern someone else? All of us together, in and 

out of government, must bear the burden. The solutions we seek must be equitable, with no 

one group singled out to pay a higher price.  

"We hear much of special interest groups. Well, our concern must be for a special interest 

group that has been too long neglected. It knows no sectional boundaries or ethnic and racial 

divisions, and it crosses political party lines. It is made up of men and women who raise our 

food, patrol our streets, man our mines and factories, teach our children, keep our homes, and 

heal us when we're sick—professionals, industrialists, shopkeepers, clerks, cabbies, and truck 

drivers. They are, in short, 'We the people,' this breed called Americans." 

 

INAUGURAL ADDRESSES FROM STUDENTS' LIFETIME 

 

You've been alive during at least three presidencies:  Barack H. Obama, two terms, 2009-16; 

Donald J. Trump, one term, 2017-2020; Joseph R. Biden, one term, 2021-24.  Here are 

memorable excerpts from each of their inaugural addresses: 

 

BARACK OBAMA, FIRST ADDRESS, JAN. 20, 2009 

 

"We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will we waver in its defense. And for those who 

seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents, we say to you now 

that our spirit is stronger and cannot be broken. You cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you. 



"For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness. We are a nation of 

Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus and nonbelievers. We are shaped by every language 

and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth. And because we have tasted the bitter swill of 

civil war and segregation and emerged from that dark chapter stronger and more united, we 

cannot help but believe that the old hatreds shall someday pass, that the lines of tribe shall 

soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our common humanity shall reveal itself, and 

that America must play its role in ushering in a new era of peace." 

 

 

BARACK OBAMA, SECOND ADDRESS, JAN. 21, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"We, the people, declare today that the most evident of truths—that all of us are created 

equal—is the star that guides us still; just as it guided our forebears through Seneca Falls and  

Selma and Stonewall; just as it guided all those men and women, sung and unsung, who left 

footprints along this great Mall, to hear a preacher say that we cannot walk alone; to hear a 

King proclaim that our individual freedom is inextricably bound to the freedom of every soul on 

Earth." 

 

 



DONALD J. TRUMP, JAN. 20, 2017 

 

 

 

"What truly matters is not which party controls our Government, but whether our Government 

is controlled by the people. January 20, 2017, will be remembered as the day the people 

became the rulers of this Nation again. The forgotten men and women of our country will be 

forgotten no longer. Everyone is listening to you now. 

"You came by the tens of millions to become part of a historic movement the likes of which the 

world has never seen before. At the center of this movement is a crucial conviction: that a 

nation exists to serve its citizens. Americans want great schools for their children, safe 

neighborhoods for their families, and good jobs for themselves. These are just and reasonable 

demands of righteous people and a righteous public. 

"But for too many of our citizens, a different reality exists: Mothers and children trapped in 

poverty in our inner cities; rusted-out factories scattered like tombstones across the landscape 

of our Nation; an education system, flush with cash, but which leaves our young and beautiful 

students deprived of all knowledge; and the crime and the gangs and the drugs that have stolen 

too many lives and robbed our country of so much unrealized potential. 

This American carnage stops right here and stops right now. We are one Nation, and their pain 

is our pain, their dreams are our dreams, and their success will be our success. We share one 

heart, one home, and one glorious destiny." 



JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JAN. 20, 2021 

 

 

 

"Today, on this January day, my whole soul is in this: bringing America together, uniting our 

people, uniting our Nation. And I ask every American to join me in this cause of uniting to fight 

the foes we face: anger, resentment, and hatred; extremism, lawlessness, violence; disease, 

joblessness, and hopelessness. ... 

"I know speaking of unity can sound to some like a foolish fantasy these days. I know the forces 

that divide us are deep and they are real. But I also know they are not new. Our history has 

been a constant struggle between the American ideal that we all are created equal and the 

harsh, ugly reality that racism, nativism, fear, demonization have long torn us apart. The battle 

is perennial. And victory is never assured. ... 

"We can see each other not as adversaries, but as neighbors. We can treat each other with 

dignity and respect. We can join forces, stop the shouting, and lower the temperature. For 

without unity, there is no peace, only bitterness and fury. No progress, only exhausting outrage. 

No nation, only a state of chaos. ... 

"My fellow Americans, we have to be different than this. America has to be better than this. 

And I believe America is so much better than this." 
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